


About
the
Journal

The journal Arctic Research of the United
States is for people and organizations interested in
learning about U.S. Government-financed Arctic
research activities. It is published by the National
Science Foundation on behalf of the Interagency
Arctic Research Policy Committee and the Arctic
Research Commission. Both the Interagency Com-
mittee and the Commission were authorized under
the Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984 (PL
98-373) and established by Executive Order 12501
(January 28, 1985). Publication of the journal has
been approved by the Office of Management and
Budget.

Arctic Research contains

« Reports on current and planned U.S. Govern-
ment-sponsored research in the Arctic;

» Reports of ARC and IARPC meetings;

« Summaries of other current and planned Arc-
tic research, including that of the State of
Alaska, local governments, the private sector
and other nations; and

« A calendar of forthcoming local, national and
international meetings.

Arctic Research is aimed at national and inter-
national audiences of government officials, scien-
tists, engineers, educators, private and public
groups, and residents of the Arctic. The emphasis
is on summary and survey articles covering U.S.
Government-sponsored or -funded research rather
than on technical reports, and the articles are in-
tended to be comprehensible to a nontechnical au-
dience. Although the articles go through the nor-
mal editorial process, manuscripts are not refereed
for scientific content or merit since the journal is
not intended as a means of reporting scientific re-

search. Articles are generally invited and are re-
viewed by agency staffs and others as appropriate.

As indicated in the United States Arctic Re-
search Plan, research is defined differently by dif-
ferent agencies. It may include basic and applied
research, monitoring efforts, and other informa-
tion-gathering activities. The definition of Arctic
according to the ARPA is “all United States and
foreign territory north of the Arctic Circle and ali
United States territory north and west of the boun-
dary formed by the Porcupine, Yukon, and Kusko-
kwim Rivers; all contiguous seas, including the
Arctic Ocean and the Beaufort, Bering, and Chuk-
chi Seas; and the Aleutian chain.” However, areas
outside of the boundary are discussed in the jour-
nal when considered relevant to the broader scope
of Arctic research.

Issues of the journal will report on Arctic topics
and activities. Included will be reports of confer-
ences and workshops, university-based research
and activities of state and local governments and
public, private and resident organizations. Unso-
licited nontechnical reports on research and related
activities are welcome.

Prior issues:

Volume 1, Fall 1987

Volume 2, Spring 1988

Volume 2, Fall 1988

Volume 3, Spring 1989

Volume 3, Fall 1989

Volume 4, Spring 1990

Address correspondence to Editor, Arctic
Research, Division of Polar Programs, Room 620,
National Science Foundation, Washington, D.C.
20550.

F ront C oveyr American surveyors, under the authority of the 1906 U.S.—~Canadian Boundary Convention, begin mark-

ing the 141st meridian to the Arctic Ocean and the Alaska Panhandle border with British Columbia (see
p. 34). Photograph courtesy of the National Archives, G. Clyde Baldwin Collection, RG 401(125).
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Students learn about the
deployment of a radar-
tracked surface drifter being
launched from the IMS
research vessel Alpha Helix.







