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About
the
Journal

The journal Arctic Research of the United
States is for people and organizations interested in
learning about U.S. Government-financed Arctic
research activities. It is published semi-annually
(spring and fall) by the National Science Founda-
tion on behalf of the Interagency Arctic Research
Policy Committee and the Arctic Research Com-
mission. Both the Interagency Committee and the
Commission were authorized under the Arctic
Research and Policy Act of 1984 (PL 98-373) and
established by Executive Order 12501 (January
28, 1985). Publication of the journal has been
approved by the Office of Management and
Budget.

Arctic Research contains

* Reports on current and planned U.S. Govern-

ment-sponsored research in the Arctic;

* Reports of ARC and IARPC meetings; and

» Summaries of other current and planned

Arctic research, including that of the State of
Alaska, local governments, the private sector
and other nations; and

Arctic Research is aimed at national and inter-
national audiences of government officials, scien-
tists, engineers, educators, private and public
groups, and residents of the Arctic. The emphasis
is on summary and survey articles covering U.S.
Government-sponsored or -funded research rather
than on technical reports, and the articles are in-
tended to be comprehensible to a nontechnical
audience. Although the articles go through the

normal editorial process, manuscripts are not ref-
ereed for scientific content or merit since the jour-
nal is not intended as a means of reporting scien-
tific research. Articles are generally invited and
are reviewed by agency staffs and others as appro-
priate.

As indicated in the U.S. Arctic Research Plan,
research is defined differently by different agen-
cies. It may include basic and applied research,
monitoring efforts, and other information-gathering
activities. The definition of Arctic according to the
ARPA is “all United States and foreign territory
north of the Arctic Circle and all United States ter-
ritory north and west of the boundary formed by
the Porcupine, Yukon, and Kuskokwim Rivers; all
contiguous seas, including the Arctic Ocean and
the Beaufort, Bering, and Chukchi Seas; and the
Aleutian chain.” Areas outside of the boundary are
discussed in the journal when considered relevant
to the broader scope of Arctic research.

Issues of the journal will report on Arctic topics
and activities. Included will be reports of confer-
ences and workshops, university-based research
and activities of state and local governments and
public, private and resident organizations. Unsolic-
ited nontechnical reports on research and related
activities are welcome.

Address correspondence to Editor, Arctic Re-
search, Arctic Research and Policy Staff, Office
of Polar Programs, National Science Foundation,
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington VA 22203.

C OVEY Pacific brant at San Quintin Bay, Baja California, Mexico. This sea goose nests in Alaska and winters
in California and Mexico. It is the subject of an international cooperative research and conservation
effort between the U.S. and Mexico, described on page 25.
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U.S. International Policy and
Scientific Research in the Arctic

In the international arena, U.S. policy in the
Arctic has historically focused on scientific
research and environmental protection, in addition
to defense issues that arose during the Cold War.
In 1991 the United States, along with Canada,
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian
Federation, and Sweden, became signatories to the
Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS),
a high-level forum designed to identify priorities
for regional cooperation with regard to environ-
mental protection in the Arctic. Organizations rep-
resenting the Arctic indigenous communities also
were invited to participate in the AEPS.

In September 1996 the eight Arctic countries
signed the Declaration on the Establishment of the
Arctic Council and expanded the AEPS mandate to
deal with issues of sustainable development in the
Arctic. The Council, like the AEPS, comprises
four subsidiary groups: the Arctic Monitoring and
Assessment Program (AMAP); Conservation of
Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF); Emergency Pre-
vention, Preparedness, and Response (EPPR); and
Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment
(PAME). Discussions are currently underway to
establish a fifth subsidiary group for sustainable
development.

On September 18, 1998, at the first ministerial
meeting of the Arctic Council, held in Iqaluit,

""" Northwest Territories, Canada, the U.S. formally
.. assumed the role of Chair of the Council. The

o US.s two-year tenure as Chair will conclude with

a U.S.-hosted ministerial meeting in Alaska in the
fall of 2000.

During its two-year chairmanship, the U.S. will
provide overall leadership for the Council by staff-
ing a secretariat and by ensuring an effective flow
of communication among Arctic Council member

countries. The U.S. will continue to participate in
each of the four subsidiary groups of the Council
and will work closely with the State of Alaska to
identify and pursue appropriate projects related to
sustainable development in the Arctic. Current
U.S. projects that have been proposed for accep-
tance by the Arctic Council sustainable devel-
opment program include Arctic Cultural and Eco-
Tourism, Arctic Telemedicine, and Technology
Transfer to Improve Arctic Sanitation Systems. In
addition to participating in these programs, the
U.S. intends to increase its focus on human health.
Human health in the Arctic is currently addressed
within the Arctic Council as a component of
AMAP. U.S. agencies with interest in this area are
discussing whether or not health should be a sepa-
rate subgroup of the Council and whether the
Council should address social as well as environ-
mental issues within this group.

To date, the Arctic Council’s subsidiary groups
have focused on monitoring the existence of vari-
ous contaminants in the Arctic, as well as the risks
to certain populations of flora and fauna. Future
activities within the Council may include discus-
sions of appropriate actions to reduce contaminant
levels and mitigate risks. Contaminant monitoring
during the second phase of the AMAP program
will continue. In addition, discussions are under-
way to draft an Arctic Council action plan, which
would outline steps and priorities to address the
pollution threats and problems identified by
AMAP.

Scientific research contributes to the knowl-
edge base and data that underlie and inform the
Arctic Council’s subsidiary groups. This issue of
Arctic Research of the United States highlights
some of these international research projects.






