January 31, 2004

To: The President
The President (pro tempore) of the Senate
The Speaker of the House of Representatives

It is my pleasure to forward the Annual Report of the U.S. Arctic Research Commission
for Fiscal Year 2003 as required by the Arctic Research and Policy Act (ARPA) of 1984 (as
amended).

Fiscal Year 2003 was a watershed year for the Commission. Its events reyected our
Increasing interaction with Arctic research entities at the local, state (Alaska), national, and
international levels. Through these efforts, it became clear that there should be a greater
presence of the Commission in Alaska, which is GAmericals Arctic.0 Thus, in August, a new,
autonomous ofpce was formally opened in downtown Anchorage staffed by a full-time
deputy.

A summary list of the oHighlights of Commission ActivitiesdFY-030 is appended. It
documents the Commissionis expanding role as a proactive and integral force in the planning
and implementation of the nationis Arctic research policies as mandated by the ARPA and as
articulated by the Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee.

As Commission Chairman, I am both privileged and proud to lead this agency whose
achievements belie its small size of 7 (part-time) Commissioners and 3 full-time staff.

Respectfully submitted,

George B. Newton, Chair
U. S. Arctic Research Commission
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